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The Descriptive and Substantive Representation of
Women in Taiwan’s Legislative Yuan:

Position Power vs. Gender Power in the Committees
OChao-Chi Lin*
National Chengchi University

<Keywords> Women’s representation, substantive representation, critical mass, gender power,
committee chairs

Summary

What changes may an increased number of women in parliament bring about? Taiwan is a
good case enabling us to investigate consequences of having more women representatives. The
proportion of women representatives in Taiwan’ national legislature, the Legislative Yuan,
increased from 10.55% in 1992, 20.08% in 2008 up to 41.59% in 2020, already over 30% which
has been identified as the critical mass necessary to shift legislative norms. This paper would
like to investigate the legislative process with a focus on committees and identify changes, if
any, in legislative dynamics. To have a better understanding of whether the gender proportion of
the committee composition has any effect on the operating pattern of committee power, this
paper will first review past committee assignments (1992-2021) to see if there exist any gender
patterns, i.e. whether women are significantly more likely than men to sit on particular
committees in Taiwan, and who, men or women, hold the position of committee chairs more
often in committees with higher proportion of women representatives. Next, we will focus on
the committees with higher proportion of women representatives, and investigate any qualitive
change in the legislative process as more women representatives joined these committees.
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